
 
 

  1 

Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2012-2013 
 

 

 

 
 
 
The Literacy Council’s Impact 

 

Adult Education provides 

reading, writing, and math 

tutoring to adults who read at or 

below a basic skills level.  
 

The Augustine Project 
provides one-on-one tutoring to 

low-income children reading 

below grade level. 
 

ESOL provides one-on-one and 

small-group instruction to 

immigrants seeking improved 

English language skills. 
 
 

Hank, an Adult Education student who struggles with dyslexia, recently read a menu for the first time 

after working with his Literacy Council tutor for many years. He proudly added, “I can also read my T-

shirts and my baseball hats now!” Hank has a steady job with a major local company and is learning to 

read so he can read with his daughter, understand the signs and computer systems at work, and interpret 

the world around him—like menus and T-shirts. 
 

Jason, an Augustine Project student, lives in a low-income family and is in the second grade. He had 

ear infections as a toddler and his father is dyslexic—both of which make him an at-risk reader. Jason was 

reading below grade level until recently. His hearing has been addressed and he works with an Augustine 

Project tutor twice each week. As a result, his post-test scores improved in nearly every essential literacy 

skill—by an average of two and a half grade levels! 
 

Raul and Claudia, ESOL/Citizenship students, were 

granted political asylum in the U.S. after Raul’s life was 

threatened in their home country of Colombia. Without 

English language skills, the couple had trouble assimilating 

and finding employment. They came to the Literacy Council 

to improve their English and receive citizenship instruction. 

Claudia says that the day they passed the U.S. 

Naturalization Exam & Interview, nearly one year ago, was 

the happiest day of her life.  

Adult 
Education, 74 

Augustine 
Project, 41 

English for 
Speakers of 

Other 
Languages, 

281 

The Literacy Council served  
a total of 396 students last year: 

Mission and Vision 
The Literacy Council of Buncombe County’s (LCBC) mission is to increase comprehensive 

literacy and English language skills through specialized instruction by trained tutors. LCBC 

envisions a community in which literacy is highly valued and achievable for all. 

 

Student Progress 
In 2012/13, the ESOL and Adult 

Education programs both met every 

federal benchmark for student post-

test improvement. Additionally, 

100% of post-tested Augustine 

Project students improved scores in 

one or more essential literacy skill. 



 

Literacy Council of Buncombe County 

[Annual Report for 2012/2013] 
 

 

   2 

Who Makes This Impact Possible? 
 

Volunteers 

In 2012/13, the Literacy Council benefited from the 

voluntarism of 217 tutors, 10 board members, and 50 special 

event volunteers. These individuals are the true life of the 

Literacy Council, contributing to student success daily. 

 

Donors 
Churches 
All Soul's Cathedral 

Central United Methodist  

Church of Asheville 

St. Barnabas Roman  

Catholic Church 
St. Eugene Catholic Church 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

 

Corporate Partners 

Asheville Track Club –  

Thomas Wolfe 8K 
Biltmore Oil Company 

Blue Ridge Foot Center 

Blue Ridge X-Ray 
Conrad Industries Inc. 

Friends of Buncombe  

County Libraries 
Friends of the Weaverville  

Library 

Genova Diagnostics 

Givens Estates 

Gould Killian CPA Group 

Grove Stone & Sand Co. 
Harrah's Cherokee Casino  

& Hotel 

Holston Gases 
HomeTrust Bank 

Keller Williams  

Mr. K's Used Books  
Music & More 

Madison County Library 
Milkco, Inc. 

Mills Manufacturing 

Parsec Financial Management 
Prismatic Services, Inc. 

Sam's Club 

Silver Line Plastics 
TD Bank 

Ten Thousand Villages 

Thermo Fisher Scientific 
Warren Wilson College 

Webb Insurance 

West Region Educational  
Service Alliance 

Foundations 

The Beattie Foundation 
The Community  

Foundation of WNC  

Little Acorn Fund – M 
Little Acorn Fund – H 

Melvin R. Lane Fund 

PNC Foundation 

Sisters of Mercy of N.C. 

Foundation 

United Way of Asheville- 
Buncombe Co. 

Wish You Well Foundation 

 

Government 

The N.C. Community  

College System 

Individual Donors 
Gene Adams 

Joel & Marla Adams 
John & Annie Ager 

Max & Lilian Alexander 

Mark & Robin Allison 
Madelyn P. Anderson 

Becky & Ed Anderson 

John & Mary Anderson 
Anonymous 

Michal & Gerald Argall 

Bryce Arghiere 
Margaret & Gerald Ashby 

Ed Ayers & Cynthia Turner 

Rod & Bess Baird 
Stephens L. Baldwin 

Alan Baumgarten & Judy  

Hoffman 
Elise Beckstett 

Ann Marie Behling 

Isbell Behrer 

Erica A. Bell 

Pamela Benes 

Robert Berry &  
Beth Hettrick Berry 

George & Diana Bilbrey 

Mary & Karl Bitter 
Telia Blackard 

Edward & Anne Bleynat 

Sally Boerschig & Richard  
Hudspeth 

William K. Bogdan 

Yolanda Bopp 
Kirk & Lucy Borland 

Laura Bourne 
Mary Jane & William Boyd 

Amy Boyd 

Elizbeth Brace 
Emoke Bracz 

Lisa Brady 

Barbara Brennan 
Tom & Kimberly Brewster 

Hal & Clara Brinson 

Peggy Brock 
Trish Brown 

Harry Brown & David Kanis 

Peggy Bruck 
Rebecca Brunner 

Elizabeth Bryson 

Carla & Brian Buchanan 
Annette Buckner 

Lana Burns 

Richard & Ann Bury 
Marie Button 

Darrel & Anne Campbell 

Elizabeth Lanier & Al Campbell 
Teresa & Cecil Cantrell 

Linda & Fred Cardina 

Thomas & Gay Carman 
Aiden Carson 

James Carter 

Starr Cash 

Robert Cass 

Diane Challen 

Robert & Jo Chandler 
Robert & Maureen Chason 

Morna Childers 

Beatrice & Donald Christensen 
Gillian Coats 

Jimmy Cochran-Pratt 

Marvin & Mimi Cole 
Mark Collins & George White 

Darr Conradson & Steve  

Woolum 
Debra Cooper & LaurenceWeiss 

Keith & Mary Costello 

Elinor W. Cotts 

Sam Craig 

Mary Joyce Crawford 
Nancy Curtis 

Beth Davey 

Elizabeth A. Davey 
Kathleen Davis 

Brian & Beth Davis 

Mary Deal 
Michael A. Deem &  

Elizabeth Ickes 

Philippe Deguise 
Brenda DeLaet &  

Glenda Scofield 
Michelle & Charles Derr 

Bob Devereaux 

Elizabeth Devereaux 
Beatrice Diamond 

Lynne & John Diehl 

Leslie & Jurgen Dierks 
Lynn & Cheryl Dietrich 

Becky Digges 

Paul & Chris Dismukes 
William W. & Ann W. Dodge 

Floyd & Judith Domer 

Cash Donations 
Laura Donohoe 

Nancy Dorrity 

Laura Dressel 
Kathleen Duffell 

Shamora & Alan Duffie 

Angela Durkin 
Martin & Ivy Dyckman 

Derek & Amanda Edwards 

Eileen Eliot 
Sarah Anne Eller 

Lois & Joseph Esposito 

Kathleen & Gerald Evascu 
John & Lou Farquhar 

Adrienne & Richard Ferriss 

Ayla D. Ficken 

Jesse Figuera 

Larry & Marian Fincher 

Paul & Virginia Finegan 
Melissa Fleig 

Edward Fleming 

Priestley Ford 
Willie Forester 

Bob & Jean Formento 

Mark Fortney 
Kathleen G. Foster 

Charlie & Tricia Franck 

Jill Franklin 
Betty Friedrichsen 

John Fritchie 

Adult Education tutors during their  
15 hours of pre-service training 

Jill Conner Browne, Aug. 24, 2012 
Authors for Literacy keynote 
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Sandra Frith 
Jeffrey & Linda Fromson 

Trudy Galynker 

Don & Kay Gardner 
Cindy & Bob Garfield 

Lindley Garner & Mary  

Goodkind 
Tanya Gary 

Kelly Gast 

Dan & Barbara Gerber 
Cheryl Gettinger 

Glen Gettinger 
Belle Gironda 

Patricia Glazener 

Cindy & Bruce Goldberg 
Pamela Goodrum 

Spike M. Gram 

Wilma & Richardson Gray 

Michael Green 

Bernice & Arnold Green 

Derek Groves & Dean  
Bonnie Habel-Stone &  

Maurice Stone 

John Hall 
Jim Hamling 

Greg Hammer 

Anne & Charles Hammonds 
Lauren Harr 

Mary Jo & Tom Harrison 

Andrew & Janet Hart 
Heather Harvey 

Anthony & Anna Hayward 

Barbara & Mark Hedrick 
Peggy Heilig 

Kate & Roger Henry 

Wendy Herrmann-Tross 
Jonathan & Allyson Hettrick 

Chee Peng & Cynthia Ho 

Charles Hodge 
Adolph A. Hoehling 

Harold & Valerie Hogstrom 

Steve & Ruth Hopkins 
Mildred S. Horne 

Eric & Nycole Howard 

Carla L. Hughson-Schmitt 
Dick & Brenda Husemann 

John & Sheila Ingersoll 

Page Inman 
Cindy Ireland 

Elisa Jacobs 

Jim Jarratt 
Coral Jeffries 

Anne Johnson 
Patricia Johnson &  

Mary Pomeroy 

Randall & Mary Johnson 
David & Eleanor Johnson 

Stephen & Suzanne Jones 

Susan & John Jordan 
Jan & Anthony Joseph 

Ann Joyner 

Sharon Kahkonen &  
James Connor 

James & Sara Kammann 

Lauren Kanner 
Leah Karpen 

Joe & Kathleen Kasben 
Charlotte Kassab 

Ron & Sharon Katz 

Douglass Keen 
Grace Kehrer 

Jesse & Phyllis Key 

Susan Kinney 
Jean Klingler 

Linda Knopp 

Barbara Kolack-Veach &  
John Veach 

Margaret Kosco 

Susan Kosma 
Elizabeth Kostova &  

Georgi Kostov 

Albert Kriek 
Garrett Laboda 

Debbie & Robert B. Lampton 

Gary & Theresa Landwirth 
Milissa & Mike Lang 

Clint & Ashley Lasher 
Reese & Jan Lasher 

Richard & Jackie Lasher 

Mary & David Lastinger 
Susan Layton Denham 

Karen Leonard 

Mike & Pat Levi 
Myra Levin 

Jeffrey Llewellyn 

Laura Loercher 
Rebecca & Artur Loli 

Sue Lomenzo 

Barbara & Kenneth Lundberg 
Janna & Rick Lutovsky 

Constance M. MacDonald 
Jim MacKenzie 

Carol MacRae 

William & Janice Maddox 
Lenore Madeleine 

Kay Manley 

Donna Mann 
Emily Manning 

Mary Lynn & Alison Manns 

Rendi & Joe Mann-Stadt 
Bibiana P. Marmolejo 

Kim & Judy Masnick 

Marion Mathews 
Thomas & Samantha Maynard 

Sue McAdams 

Gwendolyn McCarty 
Walter & Nancy McConnell 

Mac & Betsy McCormick 

Dalton McCrary 
Jess McCuan & Darren Dahl 

Steve & Debbie McDermott- 

Erick 
Dale McEntire 

Kim McGuire & Jim Samsel 

John McKibbon 
Jeff McLarty & Anne  

Manner-McLarty 

Mary McLean 
Martha McMullen 

Lynne Meacham 

Francine Menor 
Cheryl Middleton 

Gayle Miller 

Keith Miller 
Sophie Miller 

Karen A. Miller 

Donna Miseyko 
Lisa Moore 

Deborah Morris 
Debbie Motz Bryenton &  

Bob Bryenton 

David & Karen Mouw 
Eleanor Moylan 

Vinton & Richard Murray 

Frances J. Myers 
Susan V. Myers 

Linda Nash 

Katherine Nelson 
Jon Neumann 

Peggy Newell 
Marianne Newman 

Jack Nichols 

Cindy Norris 
Rhondda Norris 

Kristina Orchard-Hays 

Maggi Ormand 

Theresa Oursler 

Wendy Owen 

Kathleen Pacetti 
Betty Paine 

Joy & Steve Pastucha 

Jim & Julia Peterson 
Charles & Elizabeth Philipsen 

Monty Phillips 

Carol Polsgrove 
Kim Porter 

Elizabeth L. Pou 

William D. & Melinda Powell 
Mary Powell 

Karen Proulx &  

Thomas Michaud 
Diane Puckett 

Karl & Shirley Quisenberry 

DeDe Rackham 
Michael Raife 

Ed & Suzy Rankin 

Jeff Rascon 
Elizabeth Rathbun 

Terry & Sarah Reincke 

R. A. Resnick 
Matt Restivo 

John & May Rhea 

Samuel & Betsy Rhodes 
Roberta G. Rice 

Monte Richardson 

Judy Roach 
Fran & Bernice Roberts 

Anne Roberts 

Joan & William Rocamora 
Jane Roda 

Susan Roderick 

Barbara & Thomas Rogan 
Audrey & Scott Rogers 

Victoria Rose 

Kyle Ann Ross 
Julie Roueche 

Tami Ruckman 

Kevin Rumble 
Susan Runnels 

Louise Sales 
Vanessa Salomo 

Jerry Sampson 

Mary T. & Herbert L. Sanders 
William Sanders 

Frank Saylor 

Pegge Saylor 
Carole Schaefer 

Jay Schauer 
 “Bring it to the Bee” Adult Spelling Bee, April 11, 2013 

Former student and Literacy Council spokesperson  

Jim Stewart thanks his former tutor, Bonnie Habel-Stone 
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Monika Schroder 
Samuel & Nancy Schuman 

John C. & Judy D. Scroggs 

Erin Sebelius 
Roxanne Semon 

Mike & Ilona Sena 

Ed Sheary 
Pamela Siekman 

Paulette Sievert 

Marian & Bob Sigmon 
Catherine & Lawrence Sklar 

Susan & Brian Smith 
Rebecca Snurr 

Gina & James Snyder 

Nancy Southers 
Wayne & Marsha Sramek 

Jan & Michael Stephanides 

Hugh & Clare Stephens 

Jimmy & Pam Stewart 

Charles Stoddard 
Laura & Cam Stone 

Nona Stuck 

Mary Sugeir 
Rebecca Sulock 

Dorothy & Joseph Sulock 

Beth Sutton 
Paul & Tish Szurek 

Donna Temple 

Shirley Tenney & Paul Merriken 
Remo & Carolyn Termini 

Emily & Patricia Terry 
Sarah & Jim Thomas 

Melville & Jean Thomason 

Marcia Trantham 
Mary Trauner 

Robert & Naomi A. Turk 

Mark & Cindy Vandewart 

Terry VanDuyn 

Gerald & Karen Vaneman 
Tucker & Barbara Veach 

Mercedes Volk 

Bertram & Miriam Voorhees 
Johnny Walker 

Carolyn Wallace 

Dana Ward & Paul Benson 
Cecilia R. Ward 

John & Linda Waterman 

Phebe Anne Watson 
Dianne Weaver 

Robert S. Webb 
John Webster 

Deborah Wehrli 

Janet & Tom Weil 
Steve & Jackie Wellons 

Yvette Wessel 

Kevin Westmoreland 

Wayne & Sally Wheeler 

James & Sarah White 
Sandra Whiteside 

Marissa Wiersema 

Tissica Williams 
Ellen Williams 

Julie Wilson 

Joan & Mike Wilson 
Mason & Prue Wilson 

Larry & Janie Wilson 

Emily & Ed Wilson 
William F. Wolcott 

John & Carol Wood 
Mary Beebe Woodside 

Samantha & Jeff Young 

Christin Zelenka &  
Glenn Garson 

Jill E. Zimerman 

Lila Zimmerman 

 
How was the Funding Spent? 
 

The Literacy Council’s budget was $327,900 in 2012/13. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Staff Team           Board of Directors 
Ashley Lasher, Executive Director         James Carter, Chair 

Lily Contorer, Adult Education & Augustine Project Director      Greg Hammer, Vice Chair 

Irina Khasanova, Office Manager & ESOL Specialist       Debbie Motz-Bryenton, Treasurer 

Mary Miller, Recruitment & Awareness Coordinator       Kate Henry, Secretary 

Michelle Robinson, Development Director        Gene Adams 

Erin Sebelius, ESOL Director          Sam Craig 

             Jill Franklin 

             Joe Mann-Stadt 

             John Scroggs 
Contact the Literacy Council of Buncombe County: 

31 College Place Suite B-221, Asheville, NC 28801 

(828) 254-3442 | www.litcouncil.com | info@litcouncil.com 
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